Oral antimicrobial susceptibilities of Streptococcus pneumoniae, Haemophilus influenzae, and Moraxella catarrhalis isolates from Japanese children.
The minimum inhibitory concentrations (MICs) of 11 oral antibiotics were measured for 140 Streptococcus pneumoniae, 115 Haemophilus influenzae, and 46 Moraxella catarrhalis strains isolated from Japanese children. The antibiotics selected included a range of commonly prescribed agents together with a selection of new cefems and a penem. Cefditoren was most active against the highly penicillin resistant S. pneumoniae, beta-lactamase-producing H. influenzae and beta-lactamase-negative ampicillin-resistant H. influenzae. However, amoxycillin retained good activity against the penicillin-susceptible or -intermediately resistant S. pneumoniae (88.6%) and most of ampicillin-susceptible or -intermediately resistant H. influenzae (87.9%). We thus consider that amoxycillin remains a useful initial choice for the treatment of paediatric respiratory infections in Japan.